DOZEN quarts of cham-
pagne, in conjunction
with an informal sitting
of the President and his
cabinet, led to the es-

tablishment of the navy and the
appointment or Felipe Carrera as
its admiral. The wine had been
sent by the Mogul Banana Company
of New Orleans as a token (;f
amicable relations—and certain con-
summated deals—between that com-
pany and the republic.

Next to the champagne the credit
of the appointment belonged to Don
S8abas Placidc the nmewly appointed
minister of war.

The session had been signally te-
dious: the business and the wine
prodigiously dry. A sudden, prank-
ish humor of Don Sabas impelling
kim to the deed, spiced the grave
matters of state with a whiff of
agreeable playfulness

In the order of business had come
& bulletin from the department of
Orilla del Mar, reporting the seiz-
ure by the custom-house officers at
the coast town of Solitas of the
sloop Estrella de Noche #nd her
cargo ~f dry goods, patent medi-
cines, granulated sugz: and three-
star brandy. Also six Martini rifles
and 10,000 Havana cigars Caught
in the act of smuggli
and cargo were now,
law, the property of tt

The collector of ct

5}

» republic

8, in mak-

ing his statement, parted from
conventional forms so far as to
suggest that the conflscated vess
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ernment. The prize was first
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within the space of a few minutes
and the dominion of a dozen e 1
dry, the country rose to a
among naval 1 Fq
Carrera became entitied to a sa
of twer guns whenever
should ort

Taces are lackir n
that par humor that finds en-
tertainment natural misfortunes.
Owing to ths doiect, they are not
moved to laughter at the deformed.
the feable-minded, or the insane. Fe-
lipe Carrera was ha ted

Therefore, the peoy
ed him “el pobrs
that God had sent but
earth, retaining
ber youth, gloweri:

only at the rarest times,

but negatively loco.
refused to answer all que
on shore. He seemed t
he was bady hs:
where so many k s
ing are needed, but on the
sailors whom God had
carefully compl
sailboat as

boat five points ncarer to the wind's
eye than the best of them. He own-
ed no boat, but worked among the
crews of the schooners and sloops
that skimmed the coast, trading, and
freighting fruit ocut to the

where there was no harbor

through his famous bo
skill as a lor, as well
feit for his mental imper

he was recommended by
as a suitable custodian of the cap-
tured sloop.

When the outcome . of Senor Pla-
cido’s little pleasantry arrived in the
form of the imposing commission,
the collector wondered and
smiled. Iie sent for Felipe, placed
the document in his bands, explain-
ing carefully to him the h honor
that the government had granted
him. Withe i, a word, the new!
ated admiral took his comm
and departed.

The next morning he came again
to the collector, and, as he passed
through the village streets manv
were the compassionate exclamations
of “pobrecito muchacha,” but nev-
er a laugh or a smile.

Somewhere, Felipe had raked to-
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gether a pitiful semblance of a mil-

itary uniform—a pair of red trous-
ers, a dingy blue jacket embroidered
with yellow braid, and an old fatigue
cap abandoned by one of the British
sold’ers in Belize. In the latter he
had fastened the gaudy feathers of
a parrot’s tail. Buckled around his
waist was an ancient ship’'s cutlass
contributed by Pedro Lafitte, the
barber, who, proudly asserted its in-
heritance from his ancestor, the il-
lustrious buccaneer.

At the admiral's heels tagzed his
rewly shipped crew—tnree grinning,
glossy black Caribs, bare <0 the
walst; the sand in the streets spurt-
ing tn a shower from the spring of
their naked feet

With becoming dignity, Fellpe ae-
manded his vessel
The collector's wife, a thin, little,
yellow woman who read novels in a

mock all day,

the collector.

found, in an
old book, an engraving of a flag
purporting to be the naval flag of
the republic Perhaps it had been
by the founders of the
no navy had ever
hed, oblivion had claim-
With her own tawnv
e had made a flag after this
pattern—a red cross upon a blue and
waite ground Having a little of
the romance that abounded in
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£1 z he head of
th insurgents a d that Hee-
tor and learned The of the
Central can re Don
Sabas A traveler, a sol-
dier, a poet, a sclentist, a states-

man, and a connoisseur—the won-

der was ti

self with the petty
his native country

“It is a whim of Placido said
a friend who knew him well, “to
take up political intrigue. It is not

otherwise than if he had come upen
a new tempeo in mausic;

crowded with a disposition of form-
The sumptuous under-
growth of the tropics overflowed the
land, and drowned itself in the fal-
Silently the sloop enter-
ed there, and met a deeper silence.
Brilliant with greens and ochres and
floral scarlets, the umbragegous mouth
of the Rio Ruiz furnished no sound
or movement save of the seagoling
water as it curled against the prow
of the wvessel.
seemed of wresting beef or provisions

squeeze this revolution

sations, and, : ifterward, for-

postage stamps to
Small chance
But the esthetic

Fellpe regarded him with a stolid
face.

“Provisions and beef for the bar-
facks at Alforan,” he quoted.

“No fault of the butchers, Almir-
ante mio, that the beef awaits you
not. But you are come in time to
save the cattle. Get us aboard your
vessel, senor, at once. You first,
caballeros—a priesa. Come back for
me. The boat is too smal..”

The dory conveyed the two officers
to tne sloop, and returned for the

In a body to se:
of the inclement

rangements)

There was, also, 1y
in most of the coast tow:
rumored that

Banana Com vines.

Traveler and

row, for a Irom that empty selitude. large man.
lmiral o? The Admiral decided to coet “Have you so gross a thing as
almost anchor, and, at the cliain’s rattle,the food, good admiral?” he cried, when
the place fore-t was stimulated to imstant and aboard. *“And; perhaps, coffee? Beef
Prados. resounding uproar. The mouth of and provisions!
in the the Rio Ruiz had only been takinga litt.> longer, and we could have eat-
to ar- morning nap. Parrots and baboons en one of those mules that you, Col-
1y had rallied =screeched and barked In the trees; onel Rafael, saluted so feelingly with
the incumbent. & whirring and a hissing and a you sword scabbard at parting.
y nishing booming marked the awakenirz of us have food; and ‘then we will sail
It was animal life; a dark blue bulk was ~—for the barracks at Alforan-—no?”
itfon was visible for an Instant, as a startled The Caribs prepared a meal,
concern in the tapir fought his way through the which the three passengers of El Na-
cional set themselves with famished
steamers, the The navy, under orders, hung in delight. About sunset, as was its
Salvador, were the mouth of the little river for hours. custom, the breeze veered and swept
known to have conveyed insurgent The crew served the dinmer of back from the mountains, cool and

nd force 1y scanned

vet there upon mules, crashed through the
» in Soi}- tropic tangle to within a dozen

2 «TOOm 1O

at the last, with
through an alluvial

the river's mou

perator would pretend to make a search, ang reply, ‘N

here he ty yards away. and swelle:

was sunset when a re- m

ent

verberating alio-0-0" came from

the forest to their left It was an-

epared swered, and three 1:en, mounted

and the yards of the river's bank. There
e time. they dismounted: and ome, unbuck- ..o the a
ling his belt, struck each mule ~ vio-
lent blow with his sword scabb spread. an
’ so that they, with a fling of he of .
n dashed back agaln into the forest. his
it e Those were strange-looking men selves
n force. to be convoying beef and provision about the

One was a large and exceedi gt i
at So- tive man, of striking press their
was of the purest Spanish ty] with ghore;

spot of have driven them, diable a quatre,
thiough, floor, mire and jungle.

to him. the large man. “Send t0o us YOUr gzled him.

found it boat.” life sought,
order—thus The dory was lowered, and Fe- gmart of defeat and failure, it was
lipe, with one of the Caribs, rowed characteristic
th your toward the left bank. instantly his interest
rans- The large man stood near the wa- of a thing

rracks, ter's brink, waist deep in the curl- jike him,

ral.’ ing vines. As he gazed upon the and risked all upon this last des-
in thils, - scarecrow figure in the stern of the perate and

red trousers were patched and rag- wits’ end:

jacket. The vi

man, and his w«
from a horn. *“1 kiss your hands. I gistributed

with your boat, dear admiral. U;on the sheets

I entered these evils of shifting vines we his short commands.
banks weire stand with the smallest secu"it,\'." sengers were watching intently the
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crab and steady,
he admir- stagnant lagoor
ope, close- that guttered

oliage fif- mainsafl of

1$ and mango swz mps

was hoisted

g clamor

ities of the

butchers, dear admiral,

ing. The topsail and

curling dark bhair, gray besprinkled, was so far
blue, sparkling eyes, and the pro- were loosed
nounced air of a cabalero grande. The further deliverance.
n ¢ sther two were smail, brown-faced saw the sloop turm and fiy
“One tele- men, wearing white military uni- again they
n Sepor forms, high riding boots and swords. the course the admiral had take

'he clothes of all were drenched, The large
sound; a bespattered and rent by the tkickel. giirited blue eye engaged
yard, and Some stress of cireumstance must contemplation

consideration

of the mnavy's
ler. He was
s somber and famtastic
“O-he! Senor Almirante,” called whose impenetrable
Himself a fugitive,
and chafing under

scheme—this
vory a sprightly interest beamed message to a poor, crazed fanatico
upon his mobile face. Months of cruising about with his grotesque
wageless and thankless service had ypiform and his farcical title.
aimmed the admiral's splendor. HiS his companions had beem at their
kad seemed in-
s he was pleased
yellow braid were gome from his at the success of the plan they had
sor of his cap was called crack-brained and precariofis.
torn, and depended almost to his * The brief, tropic twilight seemed
eyes. The admiral’s feet were bare. to slide swiftly

“Dear admiral,” cried the large gplendor of a moonlit night.
ce was llie a Liaxt pow the lights of Solitas appeared,

ged. Most of the bright buttons and credible and now

knew we could buila upon your fidel- ghore to their right.
ity. You had our dispatch—{rom giood, silent,
reneral Martirez. A little neaver (Caribs, like

The admiral

leaping noiselessly
The three pas-

sea before them, and when at &gainst the boy’s hand The admir-
length they came in sight of the =2l gave no heed to the wor'; or the
bulk of a steamer lying a mile movement. Braced against the helm,
out from the town, with her lights he was holding the sloop dead on her
radiating deep ‘ntc the water, they Shoreward course. His dull face was
held a sudden voluble and close- it almost to intelligence by some in-
headed ccnverse. The gloop was ternal conceit, that seemed to af-
speeding 1s if to strike midway be- ford him joy, and found utterance in
tween ship and shores. another parrot-like cackle.

The large man suddenly sep- “That is why they do it,” he sald,
arated from his companions apd “so you will not see the guns They
approached the scarecrow at the fire—boum!—and you fall dead. With
helm. your face to the wall., Yesa”

“My dear admiral,” he sald, “the The admiral called a sudden or-
governmer't ras been exceedingly der to his crew. The lithe, silent Ca-
remiss. 1 fee. all the shame for it ribs made fast the sheets they held
that omnly it Ignorance of your and slipped down the hatchway into
devoted service has prevented it the hold of the sloop. When the
from sustaining. An inexcusable apeared, Don Sabas,
oversight has been made. ig, brown leopard, leaped,
sel, a uniform, and a crew fastened the hatch, and
of your fidelity shall be furnis
you. But just now, dear adm
there is business of moment afoot. miral
The steamer lying there is the Sal- once
vador. ~-and my fr
to be conveyed to her, where we
are sent on the gover bus
ness. Do us the fa
your course accordingly.

had d

if you please, dear ad-
was & whimsey of mine
le a dictionary of the
I understood your

desir

@

for he

iron scrap-
admiral had
ss, and was darting
blade descended,

b S
ing ag’lity that the large man es-
caped, with only a brulsed shoulder,
the glancing weapon. He was draw-
ing his pistol as he sprang, and,
the next instant, he shot the ad-
miral down.

Don Babas stcoped over him and
rose again.

“En el corazon,” he sald briefly.
“Sencres, the navy Is abdolished ™

Colonel Rafael sprang to the helm:
the other officer hastened to loose
the mainsail sheets. The boom
swung round; El Naclonal described
a fluent curve and began to tack
industriously for the Salvador.

“Strike that flag, senor,” called
Cclonel Rafael. “Our friends on the
steamer will wonder why we are
salling under {t”

“Well sald,” cried Don Sabas.
Advancing to the mast, he lowered
the flag to the deck where lay it
too loyal supporter. ended
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sid were ced almost
r deck for the loading of

sallors of the Salvador
nd held her there.

>(y'1Y gt -
self—turn your boat! i Mcl.cod leaned over the
board the Saivador, and here g o ° ;
-~ five Bundre P, P 8g¢e . N
pay- m‘ nx.m‘}l pesos in “Well, senor, the jig is up, I'm
of the Esuucos Unidos—more ti told. ™

vour lying government will
in twenty years.” -
Don Sabas pressed a plump DUC32  (Continued on Page 11—This Section.)
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“The jig is up? Don Sabas lodk-




